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CEMEP Manifesto 2024-2029 

Our key messages for an Energy Efficient Union   

 

CEMEP is the European Committee of Manufacturers of Electrical Machines and Power Electronics ,  

representing an industry with a market value of more than €22 billion and around 200,000 employees.  

The members are 13 National Associations and 5 companies in Europe, representing manufacturers of 

electric motors, variable speed drives and uninterruptible power supplies - essential equipment enabling 

the electrification of a wide range of sectors with energy efficient solutions. Our energy efficient solutions 

contribute to reaching Europe’s climate neutrality goal.  

CEMEP is working actively with stakeholders and policymakers to raise awareness of how Electrical 

Machines and Power Electronics can contribute to the green transition and implement the right policies 

for enhancing the much-needed energy efficiency. 

 

Introduction  

Ahead of the next European elections, CEMEP aims to share its vision and key recommendations to 

accelerate the net-zero transition and reach the Union’s increased energy and climate targets.  

As Europe’s manufacturers of key energy efficient technologies, our role as enablers of an ambitious and 

sustainable growth strategy for the EU Green Deal can only be achieved by putting energy efficiency and 

energy savings on the political agenda.  

Energy efficiency is called the ‘’first fuel’’ in clean energy transition, as it provides some of the quickest 

and most cost-effective CO2 mitigation options while lowering energy bills and strengthening the Union’s 

energy security. Along with saving energy, energy efficiency is the easiest and largest measure to avoid 

increased energy demand and should not be forgotten when looking at the energy performance of specific 

technologies, both in industrial and consumer settings.  

In this context, we call on European legislators to prioritise the following key actions on the agenda of 

future debates and discussions ahead of the EU elections:  

1. Ensure effective implementation of existing legislation  

The legislative process for key policy initiatives under the European Green Deal and the Fit for 55 package 

have either been finalised or will be finalised in the coming months. In particular, the Energy Performance 

of Buildings Directive (EPBD) and Energy Efficiency Directive (EED) are important steps for scaling up action 

on energy efficiency and performance in key sectors (e.g. buildings, transport, industrial processes), but 

their implementation in Member States will be the determining factor for ensuring that the Union’s 

directives are effectively implemented.  
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In the EPBD, this assessment means that Member States will have to ensure that during the inspections 

of HVAC systems there is an assessment of the energy saving technologies which can help optimise the 

performance of heat and air conditioning generators. In addition, Member States will also have to ensure 

that the general framework for rating smart readiness of buildings include the possibility to use energy 

saving technologies to improve overall performance and energy efficiency of the buildings. Following the 

final legislative process, it will be fundamental to ensure that the EPBD requirements are followed through 

at national level without using less energy and energy efficient saving technologies based on costs and 

national preferences.  

Combined with the fact that 20% of the world’s energy consumption is electricity and 50% of this  
electricity is used by electrical motors, including for HVAC systems, the importance of energy saving 

technologies, such as variable speed drives, to reduce energy consumption in electrical motors is evident. 
These cost-effective adjustments to motors can provide energy savings in buildings and building systems. 

Such savings will only become more vital with increased electrification of buildings. 

For the earlier versions of the EED and under the Governance Regulation, Member States were required 

to draw up national energy efficiency action plans and national integrated energy and climate plans 

(NECPs), which they outline planned energy efficiency measures and ways to meet the EED targets.  

To this day, there have been delays in submitting the NECPs while the existing reports shared with the 
Commission were weak, making use of the maximum exemptions allowed to lower the ambition of their 

annual national target for energy savings, and with a lack of transparency regarding the public 
consultation process. This means that Member States risk identifying technologies which are not the most 
effective for energy efficiency gains. If the NECPs are not following the Commission’s Guidance as regards 

principles and good practices including on energy efficiency, people and businesses will miss out on the 

opportunities that the energy efficiency directive intended to deliver to them. 

With the revised EED, Member States have two years to transpose the provisions into national law since 
it entered into force on 10 October. CEMEP calls for ambitious Member States to go beyond the 

minimum criteria for energy audits when identifying energy efficiency measures, by using available 

technologies that can support the decrease of energy consumption.  

Implementation should be about putting the highest level of energy efficiency measures possible in 

place at the national level, and avoiding meeting the bare minimum as regards legal requirements.  

2. Enable a consistent approach with other related EU legislation   

Future legislation should provide a coherent framework, aligning existing EU legislation to avoid any 

double regulation and potential contradictory requirements. 

Ecodesign requirements should fall under the upcoming delegated act under the Ecodesign for 

Sustainable Products Regulation (ESPR), when relevant and applicable. This postponement will ensure 

alignment and consistency across legislation and ensure that the Digital Product Passport (DPP) under the 

ESPR is considered in the revision. 

 

 

mailto:secretariat@tdeurope.eu
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-13839-2023-INIT/en/pdf
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-13839-2023-INIT/en/pdf


Diamant Building 

Boulevard A. Reyers 80 

1030 Brussels - Belgium 

CEMEP – European 

Committee of 

Manufacturers of 

Electrical Machines 

and Power Electronics 

+32 4 873 284 84 

policy@cemep.eu 

www.cemep.eu 

CEMEP is registered under  

the European Union ‘Transparency Register’ 

ID number 779609618363-91 

  
 

 
 

 

Other policy initiatives worth reviewing for consistency include the Cyber Resilience Act (CRA) and the 

Waste from Electrical and Electronic Equipment (WEEE) Directive.  

While acknowledging that the national implementation of the WEEE Directive is the responsibility of the 

Member States, the Commission should however play an active role in better harmonising and 

coordination, which can reduce complexity and increase effectiveness of the system. For example, in the 

WEEE Directive, a product such as a motor or a drive is considered for the recycling quota 3 years after it 

has been placed on the market. However, in the motor and drive product specific standard for Life Cycle 

Assessment (LCA), the expected lifetime for the product is 10 to 20 years. At the same time, the CRA sets 

requirements for companies to provide security updates during the expected lifetime. 

What it means in practice is that the product is set for recycling according to WEEE despite the longer 

timeframe set by the CRA requirements on security updates. In addition, the Ecodesign for Sustainable 

Product Regulation (ESPR) aims to provide a secondary use after the lifecycle of a product ends, which 

means an additional 10-year timeframe. While secondary use is an ambitious objective for product’s 

reusability, the technical hurdles (e.g., component obsolescence) should not be disregarded to enable 

accurate and effective reporting on products 

In short, existing and new requirements must be carefully reviewed to ensure consistency and effective 

implementation of EU legislation.  

3. Use existing international standards to implement regulation  

CEMEP also calls for ensuring that existing international standards are used consistently throughout EU 

legislation, to ensure wider harmonisation of rulebooks, help guarantee access to global markets, foster 

interoperability of products and enhances international competitiveness.   

Despite their growing strategic importance worldwide, standards and standardisation are not well 

integrated into European Union legislation. For example, CEMEP calls for ensuring that the International 

Organization for Standardization (ISO) standards are used in the upcoming revision of the Ecodesign 

requirements for electric motors, as international industry stakeholders are working together to create 

an industry standard which will ensure consistency of different manufacturers environmental product 

declarations (EPDs). This joint work for technical cooperation translates into standards being developed 

and recognised globally, working hand-in-hand with the European Standards Bodies (n.b. CEN, CENELEC 

and ETSI) to define the European Standards (EN) based on the existing ISO.   

The European Commission’s Standardisation Strategy reaffirm the need for making standardisation a 

driver for European competitiveness, as standards are vital for economic growth while achieving the 

European Green Deal goals of climate neutrality.  

To this end, CEMEP calls for ensuring that standardisation is at the forefront of policy-making during the 

next political mandate.  

4. Decrease the regulatory burden for companies and SMEs  

The competitiveness of companies across Europe is being challenged with the cumulative burden of 

disproportionate regulatory administrative hurdles. In particular, small and medium enterprises (SMEs) 
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do not have the capacity to process and deliver on the implementation requirements from the 

unprecedented volume of new EU legislation. As this regulatory tsunami looms over SMEs, leaders 

including Commission President von der Leyen and French President Macron have questioned European 

companies’ capacity to handle this influx effectively.  

CEMEP calls for properly implementing existing legislation (e.g. EED, EPBD, ESPR) before launching new 

requirements, while avoiding double regulation between Union instruments.  

In addition, CEMEP members call for simplifying reporting criteria for companies and in particular mid-

sized companies and SMEs which are export-dependent businesses whose competitiveness is 

disproportionately affected by EU rules.  
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